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dark-complexioned, and with black hair and eyes. The centre is
occupied by the 'Alpine' race, round-headed (brachycephalic)
and brown-skinned, with brown hair and eyes. In the north alone
is found the 'Nordic* race, also known as 'European3 because it is
peculiar to Europe; a very tall, powerfully built race, with long
heads, blue eyes, fair hair, and white skin.
Hence there is no relation between the races of Europe and its
languages, for they are distributed on a contrary plan: the races
in three zones going from south to north, the languages, on the
other hand, in three zones going from west to east - the Celtic
in the west, the Germanic in the centre, and the Slav in the east.
But the earliest classification of languages was made at a time
when anthropology did not yet exist, and made on a basis of lan-
guage by philologists who used racial terms to distinguish groups
of men speaking the same language. Thus they gave currency
to such expressions as 'Celtic race', 'Germanic race5, 'Romance
race* - applying them to definition of race terms which have only
a philological significance.
The present population of France exhibits a very heterogeneous
mixture of the three races of Europe, most individuals in it showing
features proper to different races - as, for example, blue eyes with
black hair. The French are a cross-bred people; there is no such
thing as a French race or a French type. Only by attempting to
determine in what proportion the characters of the different races
are to be found in the inhabitants of each region has it been poss-
ible to distinguish three regions in France in each of which the
characters of one of the three European races often predominate
slightly in the inhabitants: in the south the Mediterranean race,
in the centre and west the Alpine race, and in the north and east
the Nordic race.
. What relation do these three types of population in the France
of the present day bear to the peoples of Gaul? The population
of the Mediterranean type may be descended from the Ligurians
and Aquitani (Iberians), who were descendants of peoples of
unknown name existing in the Bronze Age, combined with Latin-
speaking colony or settlements of ex-soldiers; but these ccloni were
not recruited in the Latin region of central Italy, so that the
expression 'Latin race' is a monstrous abuse of language.
It is in the more extensive region in the centre and west, where
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